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RESOLUTION 
In Support of a Christian-judaic-Islamic 
Ecumenical Policy for the Middle East 

The following resolution was unani
mously approved at the September 4-6 
international conference of the Schiller 
Imtitute. 

WHEREAS, we take note of the fact 
that there are those in the Northern 
Hemisphere, in the Anglo-American 
powe r s ,  s p i l l i n g  i n to cont inen ta l  
Europe, and  a l so  including Russia ,  
among whom there is a tendency to 
say,  "We need an adversary .  Let ' s  
define Is lam as the adversary ,  and 
let's al l  get together and have a good 
shooting match against Islam";  and 

WHEREAS, these same forces are 
proposing to drive the Islamic popula
tions crazy, by oppressions and atroci
t ies ,  such as those the Br i t i sh  have 
perpetrated , with some French and 
other ass i stance, in  the Balkans ,  in 
support of the Serbians, and by that, 
are creating the adversarial rage on 
the side of Islamic populations, which 
will make for a British-style "merry 
o ld  w a r "  wh i ch  can  e s c a l a te in to  
World War I I I ;  and 

WHEREAS, this cannot be prevented 
by trying to resolve the theological 
d i fference s  between I s l a m  and  
Christianity, but rather, by  proceed
ing as did Nicolaus of Cusa in his "On 
the Peace of Faith" ("De Pace Fidei"), 
to declare as the point of principle of 
departure,  a peace of God, an ecu
menical peace between Christianity as 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n d  I s l a m  as I s l a m ,  
which would also include, specifically, 
Mosaic Judaism and Judaism as such; 
and 

WHEREAS, we identify the recent 
agreement between I s rael i  Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and Palestine 
Liberation Organization Chai rman 
Yasser Arafat, which we presume will 

be supported by persons of good will 
from nominally Christian nations and 
others at this t ime, as exemplifying 
that principle, and deplore al l  efforts 
to create a Chr istian-Judaic-Islamic 
military confrontation; and 

WHEREAS, the nations of the world 
must  base their  pol i t ics ,  rather ,  on 
several principles ,  which should be 
the basis of a dialogue, to wit: 

• the sacredness of the ind iv idual  
personality on the basis that man i s  
c reated in  the image of God, by 
v irtue of the spark of potential for 
development of reason in the indi
vidual person; 

• on account of the need for devel
opment  of  that  i n d i v i d ua l ,  the  
family a s  the institution for prima
ry nurture of that individual is also 
protected, obv ious ly ,  by natural  
law, from willful incursions by the 
state or other agencies, j u.st as the 
life of an individual person cannot 
be eliminated for the convenience 
of a state; 

• the s ta te  i t s e l f, the sove re ign  
nation-state-through which the 
reason of the ind iv idual part ic i
pates in  the affa ir s  of mankind,  
through which a rational delibera
tion of a people together, over their 
own a ffa i r s ,  occur s-is  a l s o  a 
sacred institution; 

• thus peace is uniquely based on 
recognition of the sacredness, the 
divinity or sacredness of the indi
vidual; the implicit sacredness of the 
so-called nuclear family as the insti
tution, as the unit of nurture; the 
responsibility or sacredness of the 
sovereign nation-state, admittedly 

a new institution, but one which has 
proven essential to society; and the 
responsibility of the state to protect 
the individual ,  to prov ide for an 
education appropriate to the cogni
tive principles of reason, and to pro
tect the nuclear family as an institu
tion from all attempts to disrupt it; 
and 

WHEREAS, all these states, and peo
ple forming such states, must come 
into an ecumenical agreement, on the 
basis of these common principles: to 
cooperate wi th  each other  for the 
defense of a society, of a planet, char
ac ter ized  by these  in s t i tu t ions ;  to 
defend these inst itutions,  and such 
cooperation, against all forces which 
are hostile to the sacredness of indi
v idual l i fe ,  to the sacredness of the 
nuclear family, to the essential neces
sity for the sovereign nation-state and 
its sovereignty; and for the coopera
tion among such sovereign nation
states which share these pr inciples ;  
and 

WHEREAS, we take note of the fact 
that His Holiness, Pope John Paul II ,  
as exemplified in such instances as his  
v i s i t  to Sudan, and in his  expressed 
conce r n  fo r the we l l -be ing o f  the 
Musl im population, and specifically 
the victims of Serbian aggression in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, has taken steps, 
together with other elements of the 
Christian Church, toward such a dia
logue; 

THEREFORE, be it  resolved by this 
confe rence,  assembled near Wash
ington, D.C. on September 6, 1 993, to 
spark the kind of secular ecumenical 
coope rat ion which is so  needed to 
avert worse horrors than already exist 
on this planet today. 
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